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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended) A digital communication device comprising a plurality of 

interconnected modules for processing and/or and handling received data signals, wherein said 
interconnected modules each comprise monitoring means for monitorin g whether (monitoring 
means) said data signal is erroneous without manipulating or analyzing bits or bytes of said data 
signal, and for generating an output data signal having a predetermined signal status (squ e lch e d 
data signal) if said data signal is erroneous. 

2. (currently amended)-A The digital communication device according to claim 1 , 
characterized by comprising: 

a first I/O module for receiving a data signal and transmitting two copies of said 
data signal 

at least two interconnected modules for processing said data signal, wherein a first 
group of said interconnected modules receiving said first copy of said data signal and a 
second group (±6)-of said interconnected modules receiving said second copy of said data 
signal; and 



3 



Amendment Under 35 U.S.C. §1.111 Attorney Docket No. Q78137 

U.S. Application No. 10/697,108 Art Unit 261 1 

a second I/O module for receiving said copies of the data signal transmitted by 

said interconnected modules, said second I/O module comprising means for monitoring 

said received copies of said data signal and transmitting those copy of said data signal 

which has not said predetermined signal status. 



3. (currently amended)^A The communication device according to claim 1, wherein 
said monitoring means comprises a threshold detector. 

4. (currently amended)^ The communication device according to claim 1 , wherein 
said monitoring means comprises a frequency detector. 

5. (currently amended)-A The communication device according to claim 1 , which it 
is a cross-connect device and wherein said interconnected modules are switching matrix 
components. 

6. (currently amended)^ The communication device according to claim 1, wherein 
said predetermined signal status of said output data signal is zero (low signal) . 



4 



Amendment Under 35 U.S.C. §1.111 
U.S. Application No. 10/697,108 



Attorney Docket No. Q78137 
Art Unit 2611 



7. (currently amended)^ Telecommunication device according to claim 2, wherein 
said first I/O module comprises monitoring means for monitoring (monitoring m e ans) said 
received data signal and for generating an output data signal having a predetermined signal status 
(squ e lch e d data signal) if said received data signal is erroneous. 

8. (currently amended)^ The communication device according to claim 2, wherein 
said first I/O module receives a copy of the data signal via a protection line [[ ]]and comprises 
monitoring means for monitoring (monitoring m e ans) said received data signal supplied via a 
working line and for transmitting said copy of said data signal if said received data signal is 
erroneous. 

9. (currently amended)^ The method for processing a data signal within a 
communication device, comprising the steps of: 

receiving an input data signal; 

checking the input data signal whether it is erroneous without manipulating or 
analyzing bits or bytes of said data signal ; 

if the input data signal is erroneous, generating a data signal with a predetermined 
signal status, and 

transmitting said data signal as an output data signal. 
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10. (currently amended)^ The method according to claim 9, wherein the step of 
verifying said input data signal comprises the stop of checking-it^ a frequency of said input data 
signal . 

1 1 . (currently amended)^* The method according to claim 9, wherein the step of 
verifying said input data signal comprises th e st e p of checking the ^signal level and comparing 
the signal level t^with a threshold value. 

12. (currently amended)-A The method according to claim 9, wherein said output data 
signal is checked whether it has said predetermined signal status, and if so, a copy of said input 
data signal is transmitted as said output data signal. 
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